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File: G/6/1/1

Report to Wellington Regional Council

From: Lloyd Bezett, Policy Analyst, Council Secretariat

Local Election and Polls Act Review – Policy Position Statement

1.
Purpose

To inform the Council of the outcome of the joint Local Government New Zealand/SOLGM review of the Local Elections and Polls Act.

2.
Background and Comment

Councillors will recall that last year local authorities were asked to comment on a discussion document titled “The Electoral Way Forward”.  This paper proposed a framework for a rewritten Local Elections and Polls Act and posed a number of questions on particular aspects of the Act.


In response the Wellington Regional Council formed a Subcommittee, which met in November to discuss the proposed changes, and the Council made a submission (Attachment 1).


For the last few months a Working Party has been examining all the submissions and developing a number of principles which should form the framework of a new piece of legislation.  The resulting Policy Position Statement (Attachment 2) has been approved by the National Executives of both Local Government New Zealand and SOLGM and will now be sent to other interested organisations for their comments.  A list of those stakeholders is appended (Attachment 3).


Recent comments by the Prime Minister and the Minister of Local Government suggest there is a strong likelihood that amending legislation will be introduced into the House of Representatives during the current Parliamentary session.  The Council will therefore have an opportunity to make a submission on a Bill.

4.
Recommendation



That the Report be received and the contents noted.
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