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Treaty of Waitangi

In order to recognise and respect the Crown’s resporibility t take appropriate account
of the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi and to niaintain and improve opportunities
for Maori to contribute to local government decisicn-making processes, Parts 2 and 6
provide principles and requirements for local authcities th. are intended to facilitate
participation by Maori in local authority decision-mating processes.

Principles relating to local authoritics

In performing its role, a local authority must act in accerdance with the following
principles:

(d) A local authority should provide opportunitics for Maori to contribute to its
decision-making processes:

Requirements in relation to decisions

A local authority must, in the course of the decision-making process,-

(a) seek to identify all reasonably practicable opticns for achievement of the objective
of a decision; and

(c) 1if any of the options identified under paragraph (a) invclves a significant decision
in relation to land or a body of water, take into account the relationship of Maori
and their culture and traditions with their ancestral landd. water, sites, waahi tapu,
valued flora and fauna, and other taonga.

Contributions to decision-making processes by M.iori

A local authority must-

(a) establish and maintain processes to provide oy portunities for Maori to contribute
to the decision-making processes of the local authority. and

(b)  consider ways in which it may foster the Jcvelopment of Maori capacity to
contribute to the decision-making processes of the local authority: and

(¢)  provide relevant information to Maori for the j-arposes of paragraphs (a) and (b).
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Principles of consultation

Consultation that a local authority undertakes .n relation to any decision or other matter
must be undertaken, subject to subsection (3 to (35), s accordance with the follow:ng
principles:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

()

that persons who will or may be affecte by, or huve un interest in, the decision or
matter should be provided by the lc al authority with reasonable access to
relevant information in a manner and fc:mat that s appropriate to the preferences.
and needs of those persons:

that persons who will or may be affecte by, or have an interest in. the decision or
matter should be encouraged by the lo al authonty to present then views to “he
local authority:

that persons who are invited or encou aged to present their views to the lozal
authority should be given clear information by tae local authority concerning he
purpose of the consultation and the scope of the decisions to be taken follow ng
the consideration of views presented:

that persons who wish to have their vie'vs on the decision o matter considered by
the local authority should be provided by the local authority with a reasonasle
opportunity to present those views to t.e local authority in a manner and forrat
that 1s appropriate to the preferences and needs ¢ those persons:

that the views presented to the local i ithority should be received by the lozal
authority with an open mind and should be given by the local authority, in mak ng
a decision, due consideration:

that persons who present views to the iocal authority should be provided by he
local authority with information conce ning both the relevant decisions and  he
reasons for those decisions.

A local authority must ensure that it has in place processes for consul'ing Maori in
accordance with subsection (1).



