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The Following drawings are for reference to general longsection / cross section Information. In all cases enquire with drawing office 
staff as more up to date drawings or survey information may be available.
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Name Scheme Length (m) Drawings Avaliable
Katihuku Drain Otaki River Scheme 2293 O-215, Mn-6/1 & 2, O-138/29 & W-58/15 (NGC Gas Crossing)

Mangaone Stream Mangaone Drainage Scheme 2638 Mn-4/2, Mn-24/1-3, 2001 Cross Section Survey (Spreadsheet Data) & W-58/15 (NGC Gas Crossing)
Mangaone Stream - Walkers Corner Mangaone Drainage Scheme 1259 Mn-4/2, Mn-24/1-3, 2001 Cross Section Survey (Spreadsheet Data)
Mangapouri Stream - Downstream of Convent Road Otaki River Scheme 2320 Mp-2, Mp-4/3, Mp-6 & Mp-16/1-11 & O-40/1 (NGC Gas Crossing)
Mangapouri Stream - Upstream of Convent Road Otaki River Scheme 1075 Mp-12, Mp-4/1, Mp-6 & Mp-16/1-11
Ngatoko Stream Otaki River Scheme 1702 R-4, R-8/1-4
Ngatotara Drain - Lagoon Otaki River Scheme 1533 Wt-4, Wt-14 & O-76/2
Ngatotara Drain - North Branch Otaki River Scheme 764 Wt-4, Wt-14, Wt-16 & O-76/2
Ngatotara Drain - Siphon Otaki River Scheme 1323 Wt-26/1-3
Ngatotara Drain - South Branch Otaki River Scheme 512 Wt-4

Otaki River Otaki River Scheme 13299
1974 - 2011 Cross Section Survey (Spreadsheet & dwgs), O-49/1-19 & O-96/1-90 + O-40/1 & /2 (NGC 
Gas Crossing)

Pahiko Drain Otaki River Scheme 3887 Mn-8/1-3 + W-58/15 (NGC Gas Crossing)

Powles Drain Mangaone Drainage Scheme 1413
(Also Known As Katihiku Drain) Mn-2/9, Mn-4/3, Mn-6/1, O-215, O-138/29 & W-58/15 (NGC Gas 
Crossing)

Pukenamu Drain Mangaone Drainage Scheme 1891 Mn-2/10 & Mn-4/4-7 & W-58/15 (NGC Gas Crossing)
Rangiuru Stream Otaki River Scheme 3940 O-76/1, R-6/2 & O-40/1 (NGC Gas Crossing)
Sages Drain Mangaone Drainage Scheme 1465 Mn-2/7, Mn-2/12, Mn-4/6 & Mn-4/8
Te Awahohonu Drain - East of Freemans Road Otaki River Scheme 277 Mp-12
Te Awahohonu Drain - Freemans Road Otaki River Scheme 2897 Mp-12

Waikanae River Waikanae River Scheme 5959
1974 - 2010 Cross Section Survey (Spreadsheet & dwgs), W-48/1-12, W-57/1-12 & W-132/1-35 & W-
58/17,  /18 & /22 (NGC Gas Crossing)

Waimeha Stream Waikanae River Scheme 2104 Wm-2, Wm-8/2 & Wm-18/1&2 & W-58/17 (NGC Gas Crossing)
Waimeha Stream - Residential Section Waikanae River Scheme 1254 Wm-2, Wm-8/2 & Wm-18/1&2 & W-58/17 (NGC Gas Crossing)

Waitohu Stream Otaki River Scheme 11168
1978 - 2011 Cross Section Survey  (Spreadsheet & dwgs), Wt-10/1-10,Wt-36/1-27 & Wt-46/1-26 & O-
40/1 (NGC Gas Crossing)

Walkers Drain (Swamp Road Drain) Mangaone Drainage Scheme 1038 O-215 & Mn-2/ & 11 + W-58/15 (NGC Gas Crossing)

THE WATERCO URSES AGREEMENT :
The  waterc ourses agre e m e nt first arose  out of the  De c e m be r 1976 flood ing
in the  Hutt Valle y and the  realisation that a lot of damage  c ould have be e n
pre ve nte d if wate rc ourses had be e n re gularly cle are d  of obstructions. 
While the re  were  bylaws re q uiring land owne rs to ke e p wate rc ourse s cle ar
of obstructions this was not happe ning in urban areas.  In 1976, tre e s and
othe r material that had falle n into the  streams bloc ke d culverts. The  
c onse q ue nt overflows cause d c onsid e rable damage  to prope rty. 
 
The  local authoritie s of the  day d e c id e d that, in ord e r to pre ve nt a re pe at
of 1976, the y would c olle ctive ly take  responsibility for “m aintaining” c e rtain 
urban waterc ourses and d e ve lope d a wate rc ourse s agre e m e nt. The  
agre e m e nt d e te rm ine d who is responsible for d oing the  cle aranc e  work on
nom inate d urban streams and who would fund it
FLO O D PRO TECTIO N RESPO NSIBILTIES & THE ADMINISTRATIO N O F 
THE WATERCO URSES AGREEMENT :
Und e r the  1976 Ad m inistration of Waterc ourses Agre e m e nt, GWRC has 
ad m inistrative c ontrol over a number of rive rs and stre ams in the  re gion.  
O n the  Akatarawa River we  maintain from  the  c onflue nc e  of the  Hutt River
to 100m above the  Brid ge  Rd brid ge  and have  a c ost-share  arrange m e nt in 
plac e  with UHCC for mainte nanc e  work. This mainte nanc e  work is restricte d
to cle aring the  wate rc ourse  of obstructions to flood flows (suc h as falle n tre e s
and d e bris).  Prote cting private prope rty from  e rosion or re m e d ying e rosion
on private  prope rty is spe c ifically e xclud e d from  GWRC’s mainte nanc e
re sponsibilitie s.
 
LANDO WNERS RISKS & RESPO NSIBILITIES :
Com m on law sugge sts that in ge ne ral, land owne rs take  any risks relating to
flood ing and e rosion on the ir prope rty.  If land owne rs want to prote ct the ir 
private  assets or land the n the  land owne r would fund the  prote ction work. 
In m ost cases resourc e  c onse nts are also ne c e ssary and cle arly, land owne rs
have no rights to prote ct the ir prope rty whe re  that would cause a proble m  to
anothe r owne r (e.g. works whic h m ight result in flood ing or e rosion at a 
ne ighbour’s prope rty).
 
In ad d ition, land owne rs have an obligation to maintain wate r bod ie s fre e
from  obstruction so that water can drain away quic kly. Howeve r, it can be
both d ifficult and ine ffic ie nt for eac h land owne r to act ind e pe nd e ntly 
(particularly in urban areas) so public bod ie s were  form e d with the  powe r to
provid e  flood and e rosion prote ction “on be half” of groups of land owne rs. 
Re gional c ounc ils and the ir pre d e c e ssors, catc hm e nt boards, are suc h 
public bod ie s.  
 
Se ction 126 of the  Soil Conse rvation and Rivers Control Act 1941 (SC&RCA)
make s it a function of catc hm e nt boards (now re gional c ounc ils) to m inim ise
and preve nt damage  from flood ing and e rosion. That se ction also c onfe rs a
number of powers on re gional c ounc ils includ ing the  powe r to c onstruct 
works (subje ct to Resourc e  Manage m e nt Act 1991 approvals). The  e xte nt
of re gional c ounc ils’ “re sponsibility” in this area has be e n subje ct to
num e rous le gal opinions.
 
From  brie f c onsultation with our le gal advisors, GWRC’s und e rstand ing is
that the  law plac e s no c om pulsion on GWRC to take  any particular actions 
to preve nt damage  from  flood ing and e rosion, as this is an ‘e nabling act’. 
What is re q uire d is that GWRC c onsid e rs the  issue s on a re gion-wid e  basis
and the n d e c id e s what (if any) action is re q uire d.  In the  re c e nt past, GWRC 
has c hose n to use flood plain manage m e nt plans (for the  m ajor river
syste m s) to d e te rm ine  what, if any, m e asure s ne e d to be take n to m inim ise
flood dam age s.
 
In ad d ition, we have  produc e d Flood Hazard Asse ssm e nts (FHA) for smaller 
rive rs and stre ams.  The  FHA’s d e fine  the  flood hazard so that pe ople  can 
e nsure that whe n the y subd ivid e  the re  is a flood fre e  house site and that the y 
can build othe r assets away from  floodable  are as.  
 
If GWRC c hoose s to c onstruct works the n we d o have an ongoing 
obligation to maintain the m  (although som e  le gal opinions im ply that the  
obligation m ay be m ore  m oral than le gal). The  m ost re c e nt e xam ple  of 
GWRC c onstructing and m aintaining a ne w sc he m e  was in the  1990s in 
the  lower Porirua Stream.
 
Territorial Authoritie s also have  a role  in waterc ourse mainte nanc e . For 
e xam ple  Part X X VI (relating to drainage  and stormwater) of the  Local
Governm e nt Act 1974 gave territorial authoritie s powe rs and responsibilitie s 
not d issim ilar to those  c onfe rre d on re gional c ounc ils und e r the  SC&RCA. 
The  Land Drainage  Act 1908 (whic h is still in forc e ) also d e als with sim ilar 
issues.
 
 
ISO LATED WO RKS PO LICY  : 
GWRC Flood Prote ction De partm e nt has an annual bud ge te d am ount for a
c ontribution to river works that fit within the  Isolate d Works Polic y.  Isolate d
works are private ly owne d flood or erosion prote ction works that
are c onstructe d outsid e  areas whe re  GWRC manage s c om m unity flood 
prote ction  sc he m e s. The  inte nt of the  c ontributions is to provid e  a le ve l of
servic e  to are as that are not eligible for rate fund e d c om munity flood prote ction
sc he m e s.  The  m aximum  c ontribution is set at 30% of the  actual c ost of an e ligible
isolate d work, and has trad itionally be e n provid e d on a first in first serve d basis.

NOTE : 
1. REFER ALSO WATERCOURSE AGREEMENT DOCS #1527190, 
    793436, 69879 & FMGT-2-2140 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

LEGEND :

GWRC MAINTAINED WATERCOURSE BY PNRP CLASSIFICATION
HIGHLY MODIFIED
NATURAL
UNCLASSIFIED

WATERCOURSE MAINTAINED BY KCDC
NATURAL GAS PIPELINE! ! ! !! ! ! !




